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Quick Reference



To ESIPs: The Mercury SWIL offers you variable levels of participation. Basic participation is automatically provided to all ESIPs and requires little or no effort on your part. Enhanced participation is voluntary. Each enhanced feature can be incorporated at your discretion. 

Basic Participation

The Mercury SWIL automatically provides three key components listed in this section. 

1. Directory Interchange Format (DIF) files: the DIF information (metadata for data sets) that you submit to the Global Change Master Directory (GCMD) will be incorporated into the Mercury SWIL.  ESIPs can create DIFs using a SWIL-specific version of GCMD’s DIF creation software at: http://gcmd2.gcmd.nasa.gov/esip/esip_builder.html. This version ensures unique DIF identifiers (also called the ENTRY_ID). You may also manage your own DIF identifiers; contact the GCMD for details.

2. Web sites: The Mercury SWIL periodically harvests Web pages for all ESIPs. The crawler starts as the home page of each ESIP and probes a maximum of five (5) levels deep. To confirm that Mercury has your correct home page, see the list of home pages at: http://mercury.ornl.gov/esip/sites.shtml.

3. EOSDIS Data Gateway (EDG) links: The Mercury SWIL scans the EDG for data sets available in the SWIL. For these data sets, Mercury will automatically provide a link to EDG. 

Enhanced Participation

You may also take steps that will cause the Mercury SWIL to provide your users with enhanced functionality, including improved searches and data access. These options are described below. Additional information is required to support these features. You may use the Mercury SWIL Metadata Editor (described in sidebar) to supply this information. For certain types of resources, an association type and subtype must be defined. See Table 1 for specific association types and subtypes to use for each category. Note that you can also manually package this information in XML files instead of using the Mercury SWIL Metadata Editor.  Contact us for details (see “For More Information”). Also note that if you have already provided a “Related_URL” in a DIF, you do not need to re-enter it. The Mercury SWIL will show it. 

1. Identify Web-resident documentation: Documentation for a data set may already exist on your Web site. If this Web page (or pages) is cross-referenced to the data set, then the Mercury SWIL can use the content of the page to help users find your data. You may use the SWIL Metadata Editor to list links for each data set or you may add an HTML META tag to identify data sets from the Web page itself. For the META tag method, the tag should have the format: <META NAME=”DIF_ID” CONTENT=”DIF_ID”>, where DIF_ID is the DIF identifier of the data set. TIP: If you do not have a listing of DIF identifiers for your ESIP, you may locate the data set by using the Mercury SWIL and copy the DIF identifier from there.
2. Informational Web pages: If you have Web pages that are not considered documentation for a data set but add other useful information, you may define these to the Mercury SWIL using the SWIL Metadata Editor. 

3. Data access: If your data set is not available via EDG, you may define URLs for data access in the Mercury SWIL using the SWIL Metadata Editor. You may provide any number of data access URLs you wish. However, complete inventories (file lists) should be provided via the Inventory information method (see below). 

4. Tightly coupled services: If you have services that enhance the usability or functionality of your data sets that can be accessed via a URL, you may provide these links via the SWIL Metadata Editor. Examples of such services are subsetting, visualization, and analysis. 

	Link Type
	Association Type
	Association Subtype(s)

	Data Set Documentation Page
	Data Set Documentation
	Primary Documentation, 

Secondary Documentation, or Citations/Publications

	Informational Web Page
	Information
	Home Page, Project Information Page, or Related Data File

	Data Access
	Data Access
	Local Order System, Direct Internet Access, or User Identification

	Tightly Coupled Services
	Service
	Subsetting, Aggregation, Transformation, Analysis, Visualization, or Composite


Table 1. Association Types and Subtypes for SWIL Links

5. Inventory (file list): In order to allow users to see a complete list of files for a data set or a list of files matching spatial or temporal specifications or matching a particular parameter, an inventory of the files must be available to the Mercury SWIL. You may use the Metadata Editor to provide the inventory, or you may wish to provide inventory in an XML file for large data sets. An inventory list is not needed for data sets in the EDG, since inventory functionality is provided by that system. 

6. Related Data Sets: You may identify data sets that are related to any other by using the Mercury SWIL Metadata Editor. Simply enter the DIF identifiers and type of relationship for the related data sets. 

For More Information

For more detailed information about the Mercury SWIL, please see our Web site at http://mercury.ornl.gov/esipswilsupport. Technical announcements about the Mercury SWIL will be sent to the Federation of ESIP’s InterCom mailing list, and general announcements will be sent to the “Federation-all” mailing list. You may send questions and comments regarding the SWIL to swilsupport@ornl.gov. 

Mercury SWIL Metadata Editor





The Mercury SWIL Metadata Editor is available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.daac.ornl.gov/cgi-bin/MDE/SWIL/access.pl" ��http://www.daac.ornl.gov/cgi-bin/MDE/SWIL/access.pl�. Unregistered users may try the system as “guest.”





To request a User ID, call (+1) 865-241-3952 or send email to �HYPERLINK "mailto:editor@daacs.esd.ornl.gov"��editor@daacs.esd.ornl.gov�. Please indicate that you are requesting a SWIL Metadata Editor account and provide your name, email address, and affiliation. 
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